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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: May 13, 2010

Renowned Mayo Clinic specialist to headline free lymphedema education symposium May 17
Dr. Andrea Cheville (MD, MSCH), associate professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the Mayo Clinic (see enclosed bio) will be in Calgary, Monday, May 17, to deliver educational seminars about the non-curable, little-understood medical condition of lymphedema. Lymphedema is a progressive, disfiguring and debilitative disorder resulting in one or more grossly swollen limbs and associated medical complications. 
Dr. Pierre-Yves von der Weid (PhD) from the University of Calgary’s Faculty of Medicine will also present his lymphatic research findings. 
Three free sessions will be held: one for non-physician medical personnel, another for doctors and surgeons, and a third for patients, their families, and those at risk (see details below). So far, 333 people are registered.
Lymphedema affects an estimated 170 million people worldwide. It most commonly results from cancer treatment, primarily breast and abdominal cancers. Patients can also have “primary” lymphedema (born with it), or “secondary” lymphedema not caused by cancer (causes include injury, infection, diseases other than cancer, and Filariasis from a tropical mosquito bite). 

Uncontrolled lymphedema can lead to cellulitis and septicemia, fast-moving infections requiring I.V. antibiotics and costly hospital stays. Patients can lose their infected limb(s) or even their life. Without treatment to reduce volume, the buildup of lymph fluid continues to expand the limb (elephantiasis).
The Alberta Lymphedema Association is hosting this symposium to raise much-needed awareness within the medical community and to enhance the quality of care for people with lymphedema.

May 17 schedule:

8 a.m.
Nurses, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, registered massage therapists, garment fitters, and health professionals

1 p.m.

Patients and families, anyone at risk or interested in lymphedema

4:45 p.m.
Physicians and surgeons
Where: 
Clara Christie Theatre in the Health Sciences Centre, next to Foothills Hospital.
Registration is required: www.albertalymphedema.com or call Diane Martin 
403-281-9205.
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Dr. Cheville will be available for onsite media interviews May 17, 3-4 p.m. 

For more information and to arrange interviews: 

Alberta Lymphedema Association 
Theresa Storm, Board Member

(403) 248-7372 

All day May 17 call cell: (403) 650-5321 for President Diane Martin lymphnet@telus.net
http://www.albertalymphedema.com/
About Dr. Andrea Cheville
Since 2006, Dr. Cheville has been researching breast cancer-related lymphedema at the Mayo Clinic. Her research focuses on protecting the lymphatic system during primary breast cancer treatment and enhancing its innate capacity to heal. Dr. Cheville has written and lectured extensively on these topics, as well as lymphedema staging and clinical management.

After attending Harvard Medical School, Dr. Cheville pursued her interest in cancer rehabilitation through residency at the Kessler Rehabilitation Institutes and fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Dr. Cheville's training emphasized lymphedema management, symptom control, and functional preservation. In 1999, Dr. Cheville began developing a Cancer Rehabilitation and Lymphedema Program for the University of Pennsylvania Health System. During the seven years she was director, the program expanded dramatically in clinical and research prominence to become one of the most recognized in the United States.
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